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A preliminary note on a salamander (Hynobius sp.) found in Kureha hill,
Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture, Japan

Hisao NAMBU

Toyama Science Museum

In early April of 1981, several pairs of egg sacs were found in a small still pond in

Kureha hill, Toyama City.

with a characteristic pattern on the surface.

The egg sacs were transparent, spiral, ribbon-like and furnished

Hynobiid species whose egg sacs bear these

characters have not been described in Toyama Prefecture. A total of 26 pairs of egg sacs.

over-wintered larvae and an adult (female ) were found in the survey.

In the present note, a preliminary description of the specimens and ecological circum-

stances of the spawning pond are given.
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Fig. 1. Index map showing Kureha hill and find-
ing point of Hynobius sp .
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Fig. 2. Habitat of Hynobius sp.

A : Secondary forest (Quercus serrata)
and bamboo forest (Phyllostachys
heterocycla)

: Tea plantation
- Waste land

: Lawn
: Tall grass (Phragmites communis)
: Location of the breeding pond

Breeding pond and location of egg

sacs (April 1, 1981)

1: A pair of egg sacs

: Stem of Phragmites communis

: Phragmites communis and other
graminecous plants

4 : Mosses

5: Spring point
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Table 1. Measurements (in mm and g) of a frsh
specimen of Kureha hill (TotL=total
length ; SVL=snout vent length; HL=
head length; HW=head width; BW=
body weight and in parentheses just after
the collection).

Sex, |t cur . .
Matarity | TotL SVL Taill. HL HW  BW
$Ad. | 792 488 315 11.8 10.0 2.65(4.50)
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Plate I

A View of Kureha hill from Nishinakano-machi,
Toyama City
B: Habitat of the present specimens (Hynobius
sp.)
C: Breeding pond of the present specimens (Hyno-
bius sp.)
: Egg sacs adhered to the root of Mosses
E: A pair of egg sacs adhered to the stem of
Pharagmites communis
F: Ventral view of an adult (femal) after the co-
llection in the breeding point
A was pictured January 18, 1982.
B-F were pictured April 1, 1981.
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